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Today’s      high..................30°
Today’s low...................13°
Average high................25°
Average low ..................4°

Sunrise..................8:37 a.m.
Sunset...................4:57   p.m.
Record  high......... ..........46°
Record low......... ..........-27°

Weather for Wednesday, December 16, 2020

   Thursday Friday   Saturday   Sunday   Monday   Tuesday     Wednesday

19°/11° F
Precip -- 5%

29/7° F
Precip -- 20%

44°/24° F
Precip -- 25%

40/22° F
Precip --10%

31/19° F
Precip -- 5%

20°/6 F
Precip -- 10%

35°/14° F
 Precip -- 10%

 
Hours: 

Mon. - Sun. 
6 am - 10 pm.

802 N. Elm Street
Tioga, ND
664-2315

Tioga Area Weather Forecast

“Ask about 
having 
your ad 
here.”

Mountrail Williams
Electric Cooperative

Pay By Phone:  
(888) 472-8565

Office:  
(800) 279-2667

Thursday, Dec. 17
Ladies Christmas Tea

7 pm program
Zion Lutheran Church

Tioga

NCC announces local grant award winners
Local telephone and Inter-

net provider NCC earlier this 
month announced the award 
of grant funds to several orga-
nization.

NCC and other members 
of the Rural Development 
Finance Corporation (RDFC) 
are given $2,000 to distribute 
to community-owned enti-
ties, non-profits and other 
community-based projects.  
The Wildrose Golf Course 
was awarded $2,000 to help 
towards the cost of replacing 
their sand greens to artificial 
turf. 

According to a press 
release, NCC also partnered 
again this year with CoBank to 
provide combined grant total 
of $20,000. 

Entities who are a 501 (c)(3) 
charity, school or government 
organization such as counties 
or municipalities and their 
agencies or departments were 
eligible to apply.  

The Lignite Community 
Builders Corporation was 
awarded $10,000 to be used 
towards updates and repairs 

to their community center.  St. 
Luke’s Hospital was awarded 
$5,000 to be used towards 
repairs at the St. Luke’s Sun-
rise Care Center.  Ray Public 
School was awarded $5,000 
to be used towards updating 
appliances in the Family and 

Consumer Science Room.  
“At NCC we believe that 

community is all about mak-
ing your home a better place,” 
said Jeremy Becker, NCC GM/
CEO. “We are proud to invest 
in the communities that invest 
in us.”

Ray High School FACS – Katy Cvancara, Family and Consumer Sci-
ence teacher and students at Ray High School. 

Giving abounds in the Tioga area this Christmas
By Brad Nygaard

At Tioga’s Clothes Closet, busi-
ness has grown considerably.

That’s both good, and maybe 
not so good, according to Rick 
Raan, who’s spent the last eight 
years volunteering his time at the 
facility in the basement of Zion 
Lutheran Church.

Good in the sense that since 
Zion Luthern built its new church, 
the Clothes Closet has been able 
to expand, not only in floor space, 
but in inventory.

“We’ve got the whole thing 
now,” Raan said. “120 by 50 feet. 
Everything from newborn to 3XL. 
We specialize in winter gear, but 
if a teenager or a newborn needs 
something, we’ve probably got 
it.”

What might not be so good, 
said Raan, is the increased traffic.

“There’s somebody new in here 
every single day we’re open,” he 
said. “I know we’ve got people 
coming from as far as Kenmare 
and Crosby.”

What they’re coming for, Raan 
said, are savings. The Clothes 
Closet specializes in reselling do-
nated clothing, and providing for 
those who might not otherwise 
be able to afford something.

“Don’t not come here because 
you don’t have money,” Raan 
said. “If it fits, you get it.”

It’s that attitude that Raan took 
last weekend to Tioga’s Commu-
nity Christmas party at the Com-
munity Center.

Loaded down with hats, coats, 
boots and gloves, the mission 

wasn’t to make money, it was to 
fill a need.

“If someone needs something 
and we don’t have their size, we’ll 
get it,” he said. 

Even if “getting it” means buy-
ing it somewhere and giving it 
away.

“Money’s a little tight right 
now,” said Raan. “Whether it’s 
the oil field, or just the ecomony 
in general, we’re seeing more 
people, but we’re blessed to be 
able to help them.”

Daryn Pederson, pastor of 
Tioga’s Assembly of God, called 
efforts to provide some cheer 
during the holiday season, “A 
great story of the community 
working together.”

A new Tioga nonprofit, Light-
house in the Storm, has been 
working with Pederson’s church  
New Hope Wesleyan Church and 
the Clothes Closet to provide gifts 
to families that need them.

While the goal of Lighthouse 
in the Storm, ultimately is to 
establish a women’s shelter in the 
community, the immediate goal is 
to help spread a little cheer, and 
some gifts, this holiday season.

Between the churches and 
community funding, Pederson 
said more than $4,000 has been 
raised to buy toys and personal 
items that are being distributed 
throughout the community.

The group took applications 
through last weekend, but any-
body who missed out or who 
is looking for some help should 
contact the Assembly of God.

By Jody Michael
Central 

Elementary 
School in 
Tioga has 
looked a little 
like a Hallow-
een costume 
party lately.  
The school col-
lectively came up 
with 19 themes for dress-up 
days spanning the entire month 
leading up to winter break.

The goal, Principal Tim 
Schaffer said, was simply to 
raise spirits among students 
and staff as schools nationwide 
struggle with the coronavirus 
pandemic.

“We thought we’d try some-
thing fun,” Schaffer said on 
Friday.

Schaffer picked the first 
theme on Nov. 23: Favorite 
Team Day, for sports jerseys. 
That got the ball rolling. The 
cooks followed with a day for 
food-related costumes; aides 

decided on sweatshirts and 
sweatpants for the first day 
back from Thanksgiving break.

“We don’t expect people to 
go out and buy something for 
it,” Schaffer said. “Whatever 
they have at home, and be 
creative.”

It’s not been much different 
from theme days for homecom-
ing or Red Ribbon Week: “We’ve 

done it before, but only a week 
at a time,” Schaffer said.

Now every classroom gets a 
turn to choose a theme, start-
ing with the kindergarteners all 
the way up to the sixth-graders.

Friday was Future Job Day, 
the idea of Kendra Heier’s 
fourth-grade class.

“We had a lot of cooks 
today,” Schaffer said. “Had an 

astronaut in the building, foot-
ball players, basketball players. 
They’re having fun with it.”

Schaffer opted for a Hawaiian 
shirt, a visor and sweatpants.

“I’m retired,” Schaffer said. 
“That’s going to be my future 
job.”

Earlier that week was Crazy 
Day, then Favorite Character 
Day, Black and White Day and 
Mismatch Day. This week, the 
themes are Camouflage Day, 
Twin Day, Nerd Day, Beach Day 
and America Day.

The dress-up days happened 
to begin at the same time the 
state’s mask order went into 
effect in Tioga schools. The 
order is now extended through 
Jan. 18.

Whether the special outfits 
helped or not, Schaffer said 
students adapted well to the 
full-time use of face coverings.

“The kids have been fine 
with it,” Schaffer said. “The 
kids have been really great 
about wearing them.”

Dress-up days helping to lift spirits at school COVID orders extended
By Brad Nygaard

Edicts from the governor’s 
office requiring the wearing 
of masks in public spaces and 
limiting capacity and hours of 
operations for bars and res-
taurants have been extended 
into January.

The orders, issued on Nov. 
13, and originally set to expire 
Monday, now extend to 12:01 
a.m. on Monday, Jan. 18, for 
mask wearing, and 8 a.m. on 
Jan. 8 for limits on bars res-
taurants and banquet halls.

“With the numbers in 
North Dakota continuing to 
improve, we need to continue 
doing what we know works,” 
said Interim State Health 
Officer Dirk Wilke. “Wearing 
a face covering is the most 
simple and effective way to 
prevent the spread.”

The extension to Jan. 18 
will allow for a 14-day incu-
bation period to pass after 
Christmas and New Year’s to 
provide a clearer picture of 
case trends, Burgum noted.

Originally issued to pre-
serve hospital capacity, the 
extensions come even as 
the state sees a significant 
decline is positive tests.

“If we continue to see ac-
tive cases go down, we can 
be hopeful that we will see 
hospitalizations decline in the 
weeks ahead,” said Burgum. 

Under the amended order, 
all bars, restaurants and food 
service establishments re-
main limited to 50 percent of 
their licensed seating capac-
ity, not to exceed 150 patrons, 
and are closed to in-person 
service between the hours of 
10 p.m. and 4 a.m. Take-out, 
curbside and delivery will 
still be allowed during those 
hours.

 All banquet, ballroom and 
event venues remain limited 
to 25 percent of their maxi-
mum occupancy. 

The extension of the execu-
tive order is shorter than the 
mask mandate in recognition 
of the impact on businesses.

Dave Tengesdal photos

Teachers Jody Overmeyer and 
Lori Germundson, above, and 
student Kennedy Bennett, 
right, on Favorite Character 
Day.

Tioga’s holiday party Saturday 
included free food, a professional 
photographer, winter gear for children 
in need and presents for all. A big 
brother, left, helps his sister smile for 
the camera as they sit for photos. The 
Nolte family, comprised of Seth, Kayla, 
Lily, Luke and Levi, bottom left, line up 
for the coveted hot cocoa and cider. 
Rick Raan holds a jacket up below in 
front of the rack of gear brought over 
from the Clothes Closet for the event.


