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Divide Area Weather Forecast

  Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

crosbynd.com

37°/14° F
Precip -- 15%

18°/11° F
Precip -- 5%

41°/23° F
Precip -- 5%

43°/25° F
Precip -- 40%

31°/20° F
Precip -- 5%

28°/7° F
Precip -- 15%

20°/7° F
Precip -- 10%

Crosby 
Community

Calendar

List your events on the 

call KayCee Lindsey 
at 965-6006 or email: 

dcjda@nd.gov.

www.fsbtnd.bank

Crosby ~ Ray ~ Williston
965-6091 ~~ 568-3321 ~~ 577-2113   

Weather Data & Almanac
Wednesday,
Dec. 16, 2020

       2020　　        2019
 Lo Hi Pr Lo Hi Pr
     8 29 49 0  1 25 .12
     9 24 40 0 -10 16 .01
   10  19 34 0 -16 6 0
   11 13 26 0 -14 6 .05
   12 20 23 0 -7 15 .01  
   13 -5 23 .02 -8 21 0
   14 -14 14 0 -12 19 0
Normal high ......................... 21°
Normal low ............................. 4°
Record high .......................... 52°
Record low ........................... -28°
Prec. Dec. 2020 to date .......0.02
Prec. Dec. 2019 to date .........0.2
Total Prec. 2020 to date... 10.48
Total Prec. 2019 to date......19.4
Norm. prec. to date .......... 14.69
Sunrise  ..................... 8:39 a.m.
Sunset  ..................... 4:56 p.m.

Special delivery surprises Divide County Elementary School teacher
By Brad Nygaard

Marissa Cox “Didn’t know 
what to say.”

“You guys, this is awesome,” 
she exclaimed shortly after 
being handed the keys to a new 
car.

The vehicle,  
a 2021 Chevy 
Trax SUV, 
and a 
three- 
drawer 
storage 
container 
packed full 
of school 
supplies, were 
Cox’s prize for 
being named “Teacher of the 
Week,” by Williston Auto.

The car is hers to drive for a 
week. The school supplies are 
hers to keep.

Cox was one of five teachers 
in the region visited last week 
by representatives of the car 
dealer, and Williston Walmart, 
who sponsors the school 
supplies. Also honored were 
Grenora first-grade teacher Ni-
cole Field, and Lynette Ekness, 
who teaches second and third 
grades in Westby, Montana. 
Teachers in Plentywood and 
Brockton, Montana, were also 
honored.

The car dealership’s Lori 

Christopherson, who made the 
surprise presentation outside 
Divide County Elementary, said 
the recognition is due to Cox 
being nominated via an entry 
on the auto dealer’s website.

Cox’s entry was furnished by 
Deb Hanson, who praised Cox’s 
efforts as a special education 
teacher, wife, and mother.

“This past year she has 
managed to keep her class go-
ing from home in spite of the 
COVID quarantine and helping 
her oldest child in his class and 
taking care of the two younger 
children who are under school 
age,” Hanson’s entry reads, in 
part. “Last year she started 
a reading program for kids 

not able to afford books, she 
encouraged people from the 
community to donate a book 
for a child. This was a tremen-
dous success. She’s a very nice 
and caring person with an infec-
tious laugh, always fun to be 
around!”

Christopherson said the 
program, now in it’s third year, 

attempts to recognize a differ-
ent educator every week, but 
multiple winners aren’t uncom-
mon.

“We did six in one day,” 
she said. “That was a little bit 
crazy.”

Crazy perhaps because of the 
driving involved to get to the 

different communities.
“This is about as far as we’ve 

come,” said Christopherson.
To date, Cox is the first win-

ner from Divide County. 
To nominate a teacher, you 

can submit an entry at www.
willistonauto.com/nomi-
nateateacher.htm. 
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DCHS Teacher Marissa Ratcliffe-Cox, far left, receives the key to her 
ride for a week from Williston Auto’s Lori Christopherson.

Hockey teams in action this week
By Jody Michael

Youth sports in North 
Dakota can resume this week, 
and the Crosby Community 
Center is scheduled to host 
nine games in the first week-
end of a condensed hockey 
schedule.

Brock Harward, hockey 
coordinator for the Blue Line 
Club, said rescheduling the 
games canceled from Nov. 21 
until now has been a chal-
lenge.

“I’m hoping that we’re set 
in stone and that we don’t 
have to move anything around 
anymore,” Harward said, 
“because at this point, if we 
have to move anything around 
again with some of these 
bigger towns, that’s where it 
becomes a pain.”

The Junior Gold team will 
open the home schedule 
Thursday at 7 p.m. against 

Watford City. On Friday, the 
Squirts host Williston White at 
6 p.m. and the 12U girls host 
Grand Forks at 8 p.m.

The Junior Gold and girls’ 
19U teams will hold their 
senior day on Saturday. The 
19U girls host Langdon at 3 
p.m., and the Junior Gold team 
hosts Minot at 6 p.m., with a 
brief recognition in between.

Earlier on Saturday, the 
Squirts host Williston Black at 
11 a.m. and the Bantams host 
Bottineau at 1 p.m.

On Sunday, the 19U girls 
host Grand Forks at 1 p.m. and 
the Peewees host Bottineau at 
3 p.m.

Under the state’s Smart Re-
start guidelines, Harward said 
the community center current-
ly has a maximum capacity of 
150 fans.

The Blue Line Club will 
start the season by offering 
admission on a first-come, 
first-served basis, rather than 
reserving tickets for players’ 
families like Divide County 
High School is doing.

“If, this first opening week-
end, we see a huge influx and 
we see an issue, then we may 
have to tighten that up a little 
bit,” Harward said.

The opening week of games 
is set for a free livestream 
on the Crosby Community 
Center’s Facebook page, and 
Harward said the Blue Line 
Club is looking to install a 
more professional setup soon.

DC boys’ opening tourney 
relocated; team advances

The Divide County high school varsity boys’ 
basketball team won its first game of the sea-
son Monday in the quarterfinals of a relocated 
Stanley Lions Tournament.

The Maroons defeated North Shore-Plaza 
69-31, with the game taking place in Ray. Wyatt 
Caraballo led both teams with 17 points.

Stanley Community Schools announced late 
last week that the entire tournament is moving 
to Berthold and Ray this year because of sewer 
issues at Stanley High School.

Berthold and Ray are now each hosting two 
games per round on Monday, Thursday and 
Friday.

In Thursday’s second round, the semifinal 
games in Berthold will feature Divide County 
vs. Berthold and Powers Lake vs. Burke 
County, while the consolation games in Ray 
will feature Tioga vs. Stanley and Ray vs. North 
Shore-Plaza.

On Friday, Ray is currently scheduled to host 
its own game and the championship game, 
while Berthold hosts the other two.

District 16 attendance limits: 
Maroons’ gym can seat 300

The high schools in District 16 are working 
toward a more uniform policy for handling the 
limited crowd sizes currently allowed for home 
basketball games by the state’s Smart Restart 
guidelines.

The maximum number of fans varies by 
school depending on the gymnasium’s size.

Games in Divide County, Ray and Stanley are 
currently permitted 300 fans. The maximum is 
260 in Tioga, 150 in Kenmare, 116 in Bowbells 
and 102 at Burke Central School in Lignite.

The guidelines are for the state’s current 
coronavirus risk designation of orange, indicat-
ing high risk.

For Divide County’s first varsity home games 
Dec. 19, Dec. 22 and Dec. 29, six tickets are 
reserved for each player, the school has an-
nounced. Remaining tickets will be available to 
the general public at the door on a first-come, 
first-serve basis. Concessions will not be avail-
able.

The school is also livestreaming its home 
events online at the NFHS Network website.

Sports shorts

Dalyss Hanson returns to Divide 
County as assistant boys’ coach

By Jody Michael
Dalyss Hanson has returned 

to the Divide County High 
School boys’ basketball pro-
gram as an assistant coach, 10 
years after graduating.

Hanson was an All-District 
16 player as a senior in 2009-
10, finishing that season with 
averages of 16 points and eight 
rebounds per game.

“I looked up to my coaches 
so much,” Hanson said, “and to 
be in a position to help student-
athletes the way they helped 
me, and just for a chance for 
me to give back to a program 
that made me who I am today, 
has been really, really, really 
awesome.”

Hanson will be the assistant 
coach to Dillon Loper, the pro-
gram’s fourth-year head coach.

“It’s going to be cool having 
a DC alum on staff with us,” 
Loper said.

Hanson was previously an as-
sistant boys’ basketball coach 
at New England High School 
while attending Dickinson State 
University.

“We made it to the regional 
championship my third year, 
and then our fourth year finally 
overcame that hump and made 
it to state,” Hanson said. “We 
had a really, really good team.”

Hanson moved to Arizona 
after graduating but left during 
the pandemic as the economy 
there suffered.

“I just thought to myself, ‘It’s 
time to come home, it’s time to 
go home to Crosby,’” Hanson 
said. “I really missed my family, 
and it was important to me to 
come back home and be with 
them during these weird times 
that we’re living in right now.”

Hanson already knew a hand-
ful of the current players and 
had kept connected to Crosby 
through creating and organiz-
ing the DC Classic amateur 
basketball tournament each 
spring, raising money for local 
scholarships.

This year would have been 
the eighth annual had the 
pandemic not canceled it, and 
Hanson said nothing is certain 
about next year yet.

“I would love for the DC 
Classic to happen,” Hanson 
said, “but as of now, unfortu-
nately, with the rules at the 
high school and all around, it’s 
just not possible. We’re throw-
ing around different ideas to 
maybe have it when we can, 
if that would be summer or 
whenever.”

In the meantime, Hanson is 
rejoining the basketball pro-
gram at a time in which it is 
making positive strides. The 
varsity team last season earned 

its first region tournament 
berth since 2012.

“It was asmazing to hear that 
they made it,” Hanson said.

Three of the starters re-
turn this season, and Hanson 
expressed optimism that such 
success is possible again.

“I tell them every day, they’re 
as good as they want to be,” 
Hanson said. “Every day they 
come to practice, I preach 
and preach and preach: Get 
better, get better, get better, 
because the Powers Lakes, the 
New Towns, every other team, 
they’re getting better, so let’s 
get better.”
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Dalyss Hanson, right, coaches Layton Krecklau of the Divide County 
Maroons during a practice Dec. 5 in Crosby.


