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Taxable sales show 
big declines now

By Cecile Wehrman
Taxable sales and purchases 

were down double digits for the 
third quarter of 2020, reflecting 
some of the economic decline as a 
result of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Those declines were most 
evident in the oil patch, with Tioga 
showing the largest percentage 
decline among the state’s 50 larg-
est cities at 53 percent, and all five 
of the worst performing counties 
located in the oil patch.

In a report that was pretty dis-
mal for all, Crosby was a “brighter” 
spot, showing a much smaller 
decline of only 10 percent.

North Dakota Tax Commissioner 
Ryan Rauschenberger announced 
the stats Thursday, with a decline 
of 19.5 percent statewide for July, 
August and September. That rate 
is only slightly better than second 
quarter’s 22 percent decline.

“Similar to the decline in taxable 
sales and purchases in the sec-
ond quarter of this year, the drop 
in taxable sales and purchases 
during the third quarter is due to 
economic disruptions related to 
the coronavirus and decreasing oil 
prices,” Rauschenberger said.

 Thirteen of the 15 major sec-
tors reported taxable sales and 
purchases declines when com-
pared to the third quarter last 
year. Most notably, the mining and 
oil extraction sector decreased by 
$530 million -- a 64.2 percent de-
crease -- and the wholesale trade 
sector decreased by $421 million 
-- a 31.2 percent decrease. 

 “Despite the overall downward 
movement, the retail trade sector 
experienced growth, increasing by 
$136 million or nearly 8 percent,” 
stated Rauschenberger. “This 
remains a trend for this important 
sector. Online purchases continue 
to impact this sector as North Da-

kotans choose to make purchases 
remotely during the pandemic.”

Countywide statistics show 
Williams County down 50 percent 
overall; Divide down 18 percent 
overall; and Burke down 48 per-
cent. Williams and Burke were 
both within the top five counties 
showing the greatest percentage 
decrease, with Williams ranking 
third and Burke, fifth. McKenzie, 
Mountrail and Dunn counties 
rounded out the rest of the top five 
counties showing declines.

Watford City was only one-tenth 
of a percentage point behind Tioga 
in its percent of decrease and Wil-
liston showed a decline of over 50 
percent. 

Statistics for smaller towns 
were not immediately available 
last week, however, in the case of 
Divide County, small town declines 
clearly had an impact since Crosby 
makes up the lion’s share of Divide 
County stats and Crosby fared 
much better than the county as a 
whole.

Percent changes for the third 
quarter of 2020 (compared to the 
third quarter of 2019) for the top 
four largest cities in North Dakota 
were as follows: 
■Minot – 9.7 percent decrease.
■Bismarck – Decrease of 6.4 

percent.
■Grand Forks – Decrease of 4.0 

percent.
■Fargo – Decrease of 4.1 per-

cent.
Rauschenberger noted that 

while these four largest cities 
continued to see a decline in the 
third quarter, they substantially 
increased from the second quarter 
of 2020.

The complete third quarter 
2020 North Dakota Sales & Use Tax 
Statistical Report can be accessed 
online at www.nd.gov.tax.   

By Jacob Orledge
North Dakota’s controver-

sial mask mandate has had 
some positive effects in local 
schools. 

Maintaining day-to-day 
staffing levels as teachers and 
aides have to quarantine or 
stay home when sick has been 
easier in December.

“I’ve had all my aides here,” 
said Bernadette Perdue, Ray’s 
elementary principal. “It’s been 
wonderful. 

“Just knock on some wood,” 
said Ryan Olson, school board 
member. 

Schafer said the staff appreci-
ated the Ray Jay merchandise 
they were given and spirits are 
rising.

“I think morale is picking up,” 
he said.

There haven’t been many 
issues with enforcing the 

mandate in the building either, 
despite fears at the time of an-
nouncement. Children receive 
breaks throughout the day 
when physical distancing can 
be maintained and any prob-
lems have been minimal. 

“Mask compliance has been 
good,” reported Perdue. “There 
hasn’t been too many issues 
with that.”

One side effect of the mask 
policy has been the number of 
students opting into distance 
learning. 

“It changed after the mask 
mandate,” said Benjamin Scha-

fer, Ray superintendent. 
Ray uses Edgenuity, an online 

curriculum meant to replicate 
what would be taught in the 
classroom. Students who opt 
into distance learning, but not 
those forced to quarantine for 
two weeks due to exposure to 
COVID, use this program. 

The district currently has 
nine elementary students and 
11 high school students en-
rolled in Edgenuity. 

Students forced to quaran-
tine due to COVID exposure 
are able to use Zoom and 
Google Classroom to attend 

their classes. In the aftermath 
of the mask mandate 21 high 
school students opted into this 
method of distance learning. 
That number has subsequently 
decreased to 12. 

One of the biggest obstacles 
with distance learning is ensur-
ing students stay up to date on 
work and don’t slack off. 

“Getting them to actually 
do it has been difficult,” said 
Schafer. 

Students who are actively 
committed, Schafer said, have 
found success using Edgenuity.

“They say it’s tough but 

good,” said Schafer. 
One topic the school board 

plans to discuss in the new 
year, possibly as soon as their 
next meeting on January 20, 
is what the next large capital 
project will be now the north 
addition is nearly complete. 

“I think we should start think-
ing about it,” said Olson. 

Teachers have been invited 
to share their thoughts on the 
subject and Schafer said he can 
share their ideas with the board 
at a later date. 

“There are things big and 
small,” said Schafer. 

Mask mandate stabilizes school’s learning environment in Ray

Preparing to wow visitors
By Jacob Orledge

The Tioga Norseman Museum is open 
and ready to show off the hard work of 
its volunteers. 

Everything from historical Norwegian 
paintings, to early 20th-century class-
rooms and near-ancient farm equipment 
can be found in the cavernous hall 
located next to city hall. 

The museum will open Saturday 2 
p.m. to 9 p.m. and Sunday 2 p.m. to 5 
p.m. In January, the museum board will 
meet and discuss how often it wants to 
be open to the public now that nearly 
everything is ready for viewing. 

“We’re excited,” said Glenda Lovdahl, 
as she concluded a tour of the muse-
um’s exhibits. 

The museum isn’t just focused on 
Tioga’s history either. 

“We try to cover the townships 
around Tioga,” Glenda said. 

There is also a Sons of Norway ex-
hibit, honoring the ancestry of many of 
the original settlers of North Dakota. 

The exhibits have been painstakingly 
gathered, assembled and presented in 
an orderly fashion by a team of hard 
working volunteers who don’t take a 
dime for their work. 

Schoolhouse
One of the more striking exhibits, 

filled with detail, is the schoolhouse 
exhibit. 

Many of the materials are authentic 
items from the Merriefield School north 
of McGregor, closed in 1958, though 
there are also artifacts from Temple and 
Tioga classrooms. 

The Merriefield 
School actually 
sits on the prop-
erty of Glenda and 
her husband, Bruce 
Lovdahl. Bruce was one 
of the last students to pass through the 
school before it closed. 

Museum visitors can thank their 
granddaughter, eighth grader Katie 
Haakenson, for many of the items found 
in the school. 

“Our granddaughter found all this 
stuff,” said Glenda. “The kids like to go 
in the school and horse around.”

Glenda pointed out a pamphlet in the 
display containing the Pledge of Alle-
giance. She had to do a double take and 

(See MUSEUM, Page 9)
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Tioga’s	Norseman	Museum	will	be	open	this	weekend	and	hours	could	be	expanding	in	the	future.

Tioga expects to receive Moderna vaccine this week
By Jacob Orledge

The first COVID-19 vaccines 
have been approved for use 
and the Tioga Medical Center 
will soon be getting their first 
batch. 

“We could expect possibly 
weekly allocations,” said Ryan 
Mickelsen, chief executive offi-
cer of the Tioga Medical Center. 

They have been informed by 
the North Dakota Department 
of Health Tioga will receive 80 
doses of the Moderna vaccine, 
which is now approved for dis-
tribution by the Food and Drug 
Administration. 

The 80 doses will be enough 
to vaccinate everyone in Phase 
1 who has volunteered to re-
ceive it. 

Phase 1 includes healthcare 
workers, emergency medical 
services personnel and long 
term care residents. 

“Everyone is important on 
our team,” said Mickelsen. 

Mickelsen and Dr. Robert 
Rotering, TMC’s medical direc-

tor, have polled every member 
of staff, from housekeepers to 
nurses to providers, to discover 
how many will take the vaccine. 

Approximately 50 percent 
of the staff has volunteered to 

take it, including Mickelsen and 
Rotering. 

“We cannot require our staff 
to take it,” said Mickelsen.

Long term care residents will 
be among the people getting 
the first vaccine doses. 

“We moved them into tier 
one,” said Mickelsen.”

It’s not currently known 
what population groups will 
be prioritized in Phase 2 of the 
vaccine rollout and beyond. 
Right now Rotering and medical 
center staff are keeping track 
of everyone who expresses 
interest in getting vaccinated so 
they can be contacted when it’s 
their turn. 

“There’s definitely interest in 
the community,” said Rotering.

The medical center is work-
ing with the Department of 
Health to ensure they get the 
correct number of vaccines 
to meet local demand in each 
phase of the rollout. 

Anyone interested in being 
vaccinated against COVID-19 

should let the medical center 
know. 

“Contact us if you want to be 
on the list,” said Mickelsen. 

Getting back to normal
Herd immunity against 

COVID-19 likely requires 70 
percent of the population to be 
immunized against the virus. 

Rotering recognizes decid-
ing whether to get vaccinated 
or not is an intensely personal 
healthcare choice. That’s one 
reason why the medical center 
isn’t requiring its employees to 
do so. 

Widespread vaccination 
nonetheless remains the most 
likely avenue to herd immunity 
and ending the pandemic. 

“Bottom line the benefits out-
weigh the risks,” said Rotering. 

The Pfizer and Moderna 
vaccines, the latter of which 
Tioga will be receiving, went 
through some of the largest 
clinical trials in history. The 
side effects identified in those 
clinical trials are no different 

than what would be expected in 
any vaccine. 

“This is a positive step for-
ward for those of us in health-
care to contribute a positive 
effect,” said Rotering. “This will 
be a significant positive.”

Asked point-blank whether 
he has any concerns about the 
vaccine from a medical and 
healthcare perspective, Rote-
ring had a succinct answer. 

“No,” he said. 
Rotering has never taken a 

sick day in his 40-year career, 
in part because he takes his 
health seriously. He considers 
this vaccine to be an essential 
immunization for his age group 
and will be following his own 
advice. 

“I practice what I preach in 
terms of wellness,” said Rote-
ring. “My choice was to have 
the vaccine.”

Mickelsen has likewise cho-
sen to take the vaccine when it 
arrives in Tioga. 

“There’s no data showing any 
reason why you wouldn’t take 
it,” said Mickelsen. 

He has done his research on 
the clinical trials and has come 
away assured the vaccine is 
safe and effective. 

“This process is no differ-
ent than the others,” said 
Mickelsen. “The efficacy is 94 
percent, 94 plus for Moderna.”

Mickelsen looks forward to 
returning back to life before 
the pandemic with normal long 
term care visits, basketball 
games and visiting family on 
the holidays. 

Taking this vaccine is the 
best way to make that happen. 

“Get back to life,” said Mick-
elsen. 

They hope as time goes on, 
the percentage of the popula-
tion willing to take the vaccine 
will grow. 

“More people will recognize 
this is the next step in our fight 
against COVID,” said Mickelsen. 

(See VACCINE, Page 2) 

A	 Christmas	 tree	 delivered	 and	
decorated	 by	 high	 school	 stu-
dents	 sits	 on	 the	 front	 lawn	 at	
Tioga’s	Long	Term	Care	Center.
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(Continued from Page 1)
read it twice when she saw it because 
it was printed prior to 1954 when “un-
der God” was added to the oath. 

Trains
Bruce spends most of his time at 

the museum carefully putting togeth-
er his railroad exhibit. 

The area includes dozens of minia-
ture models of locomotives, photos 
of old train depots around the Bakken 
and more. 

“I’m still not done,” he said. 
Sitting towards the front windows 

is a full-size 1915 Model T depot hack. 
“The first shuttle bus,” explained 

Glenda. 
Next to the Model T is a railroad 

crossing sign from McGregor Bruce 
managed to collect. 

“They were closing the railroad 
tracks. They left this laying along the 
siding,” said Bruce. “Just left laying 
there.”

There’s also a pristine baggage 
wagon from the McGregor railroad 
depot prominent in the display. 

Library
The museum has its own library, al-

though not the kind where you check 
books out. 

This corner of the building is de-
voted to the history of the area and 
contains plenty of old documents, 
archived records and memories. 

“This is our pride and joy,” said 
Glenda. “It’s just a place for people 
to come and browse through the old 
newspapers, scrapbooks.”

The library was made possible 
through the hard work of Clarissa 
Langved. 

Military
Rural areas have a long record of 

military service and Tioga has been 
no exception. 

Ethyl Papineau and Ray Crane 
have assembled an exhibit document-
ing that service, displaying military 
memorabilia from throughout United 
States history and honoring those 
who served. 

“We have uniforms all the way back 
to the Spanish American War,” said 
Glenda. 

When those uniforms were brought 
to a laundromat in Williston, to clean 
them up before setting up the dis-
play, the museum received a pleasant 
surprise. 

“They volunteered to clean them 
for nothing,” said Glenda. 

Seapower
The east windows of the museum 

are flanked by nearly a dozen pains-
takingly detailed models of wooden 

ships from the Age of Sail. 
These models were donated to the 

museum by the family of the man 
who made them, Dorn Martinson. 

“He would build these ships and 
put them together,” said Bruce. 

One of the models, of the famous 
British sailing ship HMS Victory, took 
Martinson 20 years to complete. 

Highway
Highway 2 used to pass through 

Tioga, where Signal Road is now. 
While Tioga may no longer reap 

the benefits of the expressway, the 
museum has retained a few of those 
memories. 

It’s impossible to miss the huge 
sign on the south wall of the museum 
as you walk in. 

“This is kind of a neat display,” said 
Glenda. “The old Highway 2, this sign 
was on it.”

Donated by the Becker family, the 
sign used to welcome people to Tioga 
from along the highway.

Now open
There are too many exhibits to list 

and the above summaries are merely 
a taste of what the museum has to 
offer visitors. 

Left unsaid thus far include a 19th 
century kitchen, a corner dedicated 
to local churches, the last artifacts of 
the first pharmacy in Tioga, the tools 
of an early barber shop, near-ancient 
farm equipment, an emergency ser-
vices exhibit and sports memorabilia. 

There are also planned exhibits 
centered around the oil field and post 
office. 

To get the full experience you’ll 
just have to visit the museum your-
self. 

There are numerous ways to 
arrange a visit. In addition to the 
regular visiting hours, weekends for 
now and potentially more starting in 
January, anyone can call Tioga City 
Hall at (701) 664-2807 or the Lovdahls 
at (701) 664-2131 to arrange a visit. 

Field trips and tours for organiza-
tions are also welcomed. They can 
be arranged by calling the numbers 
above. 

Dozens of individuals contributed 
to the state of the museum today 
beyond those mentioned in the ar-
ticle. Some other notable volunteers 
who took charge of exhibits include 
Ronnie Lund, Ramona Barmoen, Gary 
Weflen and Todd Beasley. 

John Thorburn was also mentioned 
as a powerful influence on the muse-
um as the curator of its first incarna-
tion. 

MUSEUM:  Hours will expand as needed, tours can be arranged

Jacob Orledge -- Tioga Tribune

A sign that graced the old Highway 
2 route along Signal Road is now 
prominently displayed in the Norse-
man Museum, left. Above, one of 
several models of sailing ships con-
structed by Tiogan Dorn Martinson 
have been donated by his family. 
One of the models was constructed 
over a period of 20 years.

Scenes from pioneer life include 
a kitchen, above, and a one-room 
school with artifacts from local 
schools, right.

A military display, left, includes uniforms dating 
back to the Spanish American War. Above, the 
library contains reference materials including 
written histories, historic documents and scrap-
books.


