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Today’s      high..................26°
Today’s low...................8°
Average high................42°
Average low ..... ...........21°

Sunrise..................7:43 a.m.
Sunset...................5:26 p.m.
Record  high......... ..........67°
Record low......... ..........-16°

Weather for Wednesday, November 11, 2020

   Thursday Friday   Saturday   Sunday   Monday   Tuesday     Wednesday

35°/21° F
Precip -- 10%

37/25° F
Precip -- 10%

30°/16° F
Precip -- 10%

38/22° F
Precip --10%

35/23° F
Precip -- 10%

32°/21 F
Precip -- 10%

18°/10° F
 Precip -- 10%

 
Hours: 

Mon. - Sun. 
6 am - 10 pm.

802 N. Elm Street
Tioga, ND
664-2315

Tioga Area Weather Forecast

Mountrail Williams
Electric Cooperative

Pay By Phone:  
(888) 472-8565

Office:  
(800) 279-2667

Saturday, Nov. 21
Potato Klub Feed

~ To Go ~
White Earth First
Lutheran Church

11am - 2 pm

Windy

By Jacob Orledge
Students will soon be a 

common sight when Tioga’s 
economic development lead-
ers meet. 

Thanks to a partnership 
between the Tioga Economic 
Development Corporation 
and Tioga High 
School’s Future 
Business 
Leaders of 
America, 
a select 
group of 
students 
will be 
able to 
participate 
in discus-
sions that 
could shape 
the town’s 
future. 

The FBLA’s officer team 
has already attended a pair of 
EDC meetings this year, once 
in February and another in 
September, but now they will 
have a regular presence in the 
monthly gatherings. 

Tim Staal and Brock Sund-
hagen, the two FBLA mem-
bers chosen to participate, 
see it as a way to represent 
the next generation’s interests 
and learn how things get done 
in the community. 

“I’m hoping it gets students 
more engaged in what’s going 

on in the community,” said 
Sundhagen, a sophomore. 
“We’ll have a better under-
standing of what’s going on in 
our city.”

Dennis Lindahl, Tioga’s 
economic development direc-
tor, hopes involving younger 
members of the community in 
the meetings will help culti-
vate the next generation of 
Tioga’s leaders. 

He suggested at last 
month’s EDC meeting that a 

current student may even 
take over his position 
someday. 

“I would like to pass that 
institutional knowledge 
on,” said Lindahl. 
Staal, a senior at the high 

school, hopes they can be a 
conduit between the town’s 
economic development team 
and the local student body. 

“Help build a little more 
knowledge in the school,” 
said Staal, of how things work 
in local government. 

He’s been impressed with 
recent discussions he has 
witnessed at EDC meetings, 
particularly those concerning 
the leadership and marketing 
plan directed by Tioga native 
Robert Harms. 

It’s valuable, Sundhagen 
said, to see how those things 
come together. 

“We’re the next generation,” 
said Sundhagen, and it will 
eventually be his peers mak-
ing the decisions.

Staal and Sundhagen plan 
to hang back and learn at first. 

“As of right now I think 
we’re just going to be observ-
ers.”

Of course Staal isn’t op-
posed to actively participat-
ing if a topic involves the local 
school system.

“I might point something 
out,” he said. 

Mallory Klabo, a teacher at 
the high school and advisor to 
the FBLA chapter, hopes the 
partnership will encourage 
students to be more engaged 
in the broader community. 

“It gets them out into the 
community to know more 
about what’s going on in our 
little town,” said Klabo. “Start 
to make connections or net-
working with the people who 
are really influential in Tioga.”

Staal and Sundhagen will 
also write a report of their 
findings from the meetings 
and present it to not only 
the student body, but judges 
at the next FBLA leadership 
conference in March. 

“They were lucky to have 
this opportunity in the first 
place,” said Klabo. “Now 
we’ve found a way to expand 
on it.”

Tioga light show will expand
By Jacob Orledge

The Christmas lights display at the Tioga Park 
will be bigger and better than before this year 
thanks to an assist from the Visitor’s Promotion 
Fund. 

The fund approved a $4,000 grant, a reduction 
from the $6,500 requested, to help the park board 
purchase additional lights for this year’s display. 

The Christmas lights show in the park began 
last year when Tyler Judkins, the park manager, 
synced thousands of Christmas lights around the 
park shop to music broadcast on a local radio 
frequency. 

The show was a hit and Judkins plans to 
expand the display this year, potentially through-
out the park instead of only around the shop. 

“This year is unlike any other, many worries 
and problems due to the pandemic,” read the 
application. “If we can provide an extra smile for 
families . . . that is what we want to do.”

The application said the funds, matched by 
$6,500 from the park board, will be used to pur-
chase arches, light strips, snowflake lights, metal 
trees with lights and all the associated cables. 

“It’s money well spent,” said Ronda Davidson, 
a member of the Visitor’s Promotion Fund board. 
“We’ve spent money on things we don’t really get 
to see. This we get to see.”

The lights display will hopefully act as a draw 
during a holiday season when many activities are 
likely to be canceled or scaled down and could 
help attract shoppers to local stores. 

The board discussed several minor concerns 
with the request, including whether the light 
show will be promoted in other communities, 
whether the lights will be purchased locally and 
the recent drop in revenue the board received in 
October. 

“Could we maybe do something smaller than 
the $6,500? Maybe $4,000?” asked Lori Germund-
son, a board member. “Our funds have been 
down.”

Acknowledging the light show at the park as 
an asset to the community, the board approved 
a grant of $4,000 and suggested the park board 
re-apply for more funds at the start of 2021 when 
Christmas supplies are likely to be on sale. 

Parenting classes offered online
By Jacob Orledge

Parenting is never an easy 
job. 

Help is on the way for care-
givers in the form of an “Ac-
tive Parenting” class hosted 
and taught by a new hire at 
the local North Dakota State 
University Extension office. 

The class will be hosted 
weekly on Zoom, every 
Wednesday from 6:30 p.m. 
to 8:30 p.m., from Nov. 17 
through Dec. 22. Registration 
ends Nov. 13, but is complete-
ly free and anybody in the 
counties of Williams, Divide 
and McKenzie can participate. 

It’s not just for parents 
either. Anybody who routinely 
cares for children aged five to 
12, including teachers, foster 
parents and daycare provid-
ers, can participate. 

Shanda Harstad, the newly 
hired parent educator at the 
NDSU Extension Service and 
the teacher of the class, said 

the goal is to give caregivers 
tools they need to foster a 
good relationship with their 
young children. 

“It’s not being too soft of a 
parent, not being too hard of a 
parent,” said Harstad. 

The class will cover a vari-
ety of topics including styles 
of parenting, cooperation and 
communication, responsibility 
and discipline, building cour-
age and self esteem, prevent-
ing problems before they arise 
and defusing power struggles. 

The pandemic prevents 
Harstad, who was hired in 
August, from visiting the com-
munities she serves, but she 
is determined to host these 
classes anyway by relying on 
Zoom. 

“It is kind of a blessing and 
a curse,” said Harstad. 

On one hand it’s easier for 
people to attend a class host-
ed on Zoom without extensive 
traveling between Williston 

and outlying communities like 
Tioga and Crosby. 

“The downfall is trying to 
get people engaged in an on-
line setting,” said Harstad. 

Interested parents and 
caregivers can register for 
the course, free of charge, 
at https://ndstate.co1.
qualtrics.com/jfe/form/
SV_2hrcs6DKquW9arH. 

Alternatively they can con-
tact Harstad at (701) 577-4595 
or shanda.harstad@ndsu.edu.

The deadline for registra-
tion is quickly approaching, 
Nov. 13, so interested partici-
pants are encouraged to reach 
out soon.

This won’t be the only 
class Harstad hosts though. 
She is already gearing up for 
an unspecified class starting 
in January and said details 
would be available in the com-
ing weeks. 

Tioga Fund gives help
By Jacob Orledge

The Tioga Fund awarded two grants and a loan 
at their meeting Thursday. 

The two grants included $14,000 for the Cham-
ber of Commerce’s annual operating expenses 
and $5,000 for the Community Halloween Party 
to purchase an additional storage container. The 
loan was given to the Side Street Diner, formerly 
Just Off Main, for additional equipment. 

The Side Street Diner opened last month and 
requested a loan from the Tioga Fund in order to 
purchase equipment for soft serve ice cream and 
slushies. 

“I’ve had a lot of people in the community 
asking for a soft serve ice cream machine,” said 
Regina Lalim, the co-owner with Jalen Lalim of 
the rebranded diner. 

The two machines will cost a total of $25,500. 
The Lalims were approved for a five-year zero 
percent interest loan for that amount, using the 
machines as collateral. 

The Chamber of Commerce was granted 
$14,000 to be used for annual operating expenses 
such as office supplies and promoting events. 

“It’s pretty standard,” said David Papineau, 

president of the Chamber, when presenting the 
application. “It’s for our operating budget.”

The Chamber, as a volunteer organization 
supporting local businesses, applies for support 
from the Tioga Fund every year. 

“We have provided help for several years run-
ning,” noted David Grubb, president of the Tioga 
Fund board. 

The Halloween Party was awarded $5,000 to 
purchase an 8x40 storage container in order to 
retain all the new equipment for the Halloween 
Party and Haunted House that has been pur-
chased. 

“We don’t have enough space in our current 
storage unit,” said Ronica Pederson, a member of 
the Tioga Fund Board and one of the Halloween 
organizers. “It’s full from floor to ceiling.”

They plan to use both the old and new stor-
age containers to store the new equipment 
purchased this year, as well as to avoid asking 
members of the community to store surplus 
items in their homes and garages as they have in 
years past. 

“If we keep expanding and stuff we need the 
space,” said Pederson. 
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Last year’s display, synced to music, will expand with help of a new grant.

Jacob Orledge -- Tioga Tribune

Tioga FBLA Advisor Mallory Klabo, above left, stands with members of the FBLA chapter during a 
recent meeting of Tioga economic development leaders. Two members will be attending future 
meetings of the economic development corporation.

Students invited to play a role in 
visioning, prepare for leadership


