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By Jody Michael
Winter youth sports prac-

tices and extracurricular K-12 
school activities in North Da-
kota can resume Monday after 
Gov. Doug Burgum amended 
a previous executive order 
suspending those activities 
through Dec. 14.

Doug Burgum announced 
the change Wednesday last 
week as part of an agreement 
reached with state Senate 
Majority Leader Rich Wardner, 
R-Dickinson, and state House 
Majority Leader Chet Pollert, 
R-Carrington.

Burgum said many coaches 
and athletic associations in the 
state have agreed to implement 
precautions at practices to help 
slow the spread of the coro-
navirus, including minimizing 
travel, avoiding use of locker 
rooms, increasing the wearing 
of face coverings and restrict-
ing access to facilities.

“At the end of the day, it’s 
personal responsibility that’s 
going to make a difference,” 
Burgum said in a press brief-
ing Friday, “and that personal 
responsibility can be by team-
mates, by coaches, by family 
members.”

Among sports sponsored by 
the North Dakota High School 
Activities Association, Class B 
girls’ basketball and wrestling 
will still have lost two weeks 
of practices and two weeks of 
contests.

Wrestling teams had begun 
practice on Nov. 9 prior to the 
executive order on Nov. 13, 
and the first allowable date 
for contests would have been 
last weekend. Girls’ basketball 
teams were previously sched-
uled to begin practice on Nov. 
16 and begin games this coming 
weekend.

The amended executive 
order will allow Class B boys’ 
basketball teams to begin prac-
tice on Monday as previously 
scheduled, but many teams had 
games scheduled as early as 
Dec. 11 that will still face post-
ponement.

Club hockey teams in the 
North Dakota Amateur Hockey 
Association also had a handful 
of games scheduled during the 
four-week period that contests 
are currently suspended.

Burgum said the expected 
increase in travel and gath-
erings for the Thanksgiving 
weekend, when combined with 
the ongoing surge in COVID-19 
hospitalizations that threatens 
to take up all the state’s avail-
able beds, created the need for 
temporary measures to reduce 
transmission.

“These gatherings can be 
dangerous, if not deadly, for 
those that may be vulner-
able,” Burgum said, adding that 
teenagers with COVID-19 rarely 
require hospitalization them-
selves but often unknowingly 
transmit the virus to others.

Wardner and Pollert spoke 
at the press briefing to thank 
Burgum for the amendment 
to allow practices during the 
final two weeks that games are 
suspended, saying the activi-
ties are important for students’ 
mental and emotional health.

“We believe this will address 
the pleas coming from the hos-
pitals across the state to make 
swift, immediate action to slow 
the spread, while also balanc-
ing the concerns we are hearing 
from parents and students,” 
Wardner said.

“We understand the kids are 
going through a lot of mental 
stress right now, and we need 
to address that,” Pollert said. 
“This starts that process.”

School sports teams can practice starting Monday

By Jody Michael
The Divide County School District is now requiring 

students and staff to wear face coverings at practi-
cally all times of the school day for the duration of 
the state’s mask order.

The announcement Tuesday last week tightens the 
school district’s use of masks, which previously were 
required only whenever 6 feet of distance could not 
be maintained.

In the state’s Nov. 13 mask order, a similar phys-
ical-distancing exemption only applies for outdoor 
spaces. Divide County administrators said they 
sought clarification on this requirement before an-
nouncing the shift to full-time use of masks.

“The clarification for schools was it is required to 
be worn at all times,” said Sherlock Hirning, district 
superintendent. “So then we had to try to clear that 
up with kids.”

Face coverings may be temporarily removed when 
eating or drinking or when participating in some 
organized sports.

Elementary students learned of the new mask 
rules through a “virtual assembly” held while they 
were all in their classrooms, Principal Tanja Brown 
said.

“The initial news was obviously not received very 
well,” said Brown, who is also the district’s COVID-19 
response coordinator. “They were not excited to 
hear about that.”

Brown said it was important to explain to students 
the purpose of the mask order and how it can help 
keep the school buildings open amid the state’s 
record-high numbers of coronavirus infections.

“They want to be in school,” Brown said. “They 
have experienced not being in school. We also talked 
about how not being in school affects their parents 
as well, and how it affects businesses in town, be-
cause then for the younger kids, parents need to be 
home with them.”

Also helpful was Gov. Doug Burgum’s announce-
ment late Wednesday night that the suspension of 
youth sports and school activities will mostly end 
next week. Only competitions between schools or 
teams will remain suspended until Dec. 14, the same 
day the state mask order expires.

“The kids were really excited when they heard 
that activities were going to be opened back up 
again,” Brown said. “That part of it brightened their 
day a little bit.”

Brown and Hirning both felt grateful that Divide 
County students have already been in the habit 
of wearing masks ever since the school buildings 
reopened in August.

In Tioga, where the schools had not been requir-
ing masks, the school board last week voted not to 
enforce the state mask order before backing down 
four days later.

Hirning said the new mask order is certainly a 
smaller hurdle for Divide County than it is for school 
districts where students were not as used to them.

“Once you’ve already introduced that practice and 
have had it for two or three months,” Hirning said, 
“it’s a whole lot easier to tighten up the reins now 
with that same practice than if you had to start cold 
turkey, not having had masks at all before.”

Masks to be worn 
at all times in 
Divide Co. schools

By Brad Nygaard
Ice time has been selling 

like hot cakes in communities 
all across North Dakota, and 
Crosby is no exception.

The community center, 
home of Andrist Arena, is 
owned by the Blue Line Club, 
a private, nonprofit organiza-
tion. That makes it unique, 
said hockey coordinator 
Brock Harward.

“We’re the only club in the 
state that owns the arena. 
A lot of other facilities are 
owned by park boards,” Har-
ward said.

Some of the publicly owned 
facilities haven’t been able to 
offer rentals. Others. like the 
Blue Line Club, have decided 
it’s a safe way to offer kids 
some recreation.

Anyone can rent an ice 
sheet. All they have to do is 
reserve it, pay the fee, and 
invite their guests. If those 
guests happen to be the rest 
of their youth hockey team, 
as long as no coaches are 
involved, it’s not an organized 
practice, thus, no violation of 
Gov. Burgum’s suspension of 
winter sports activities.

In Crosby, the maximum 
number of people allowed was 
set at 20. That’s enough for a 
group to skate and do some 
drills if they want.

In some circles, gatherings 
like these are called “captain’s 
practices.”  They’re generally 
moderately organized, but 
unofficial, because there’s no 
coaching.

Following news that Gov. 
Burgum amended his earlier 
suspension of winter sports, 
allowing practices to resume 
on Nov. 30, rather than Dec. 
14 as originally announced, 

Harward said the club is still 
making decisions.

“I read all of the Gover-
nor’s statement, and all of the 
State Health Officer’s order,” 
Harward said. “We (the Blue 

Line Club) need to meet and 
make some decisions.”

One issue to be 
resolved has to do 
with attendance at 
practice. It’s stan-
dard procedure for 

many  parents to stay 
at the rink and watch 
from the windows in 

the lobby, but Burgum’s 
announcement restricts 

attendance at facilities to 
players, coaches and building 
staff.

Is being in the lobby the 
same as being in the rink 
itself?

“Well, the way I read it right 
now, it does,” Harward said. “I 
guess they’ll (parents) have to 
drop off and either wait in the 
car, or go and come back.” 

Other restrictions call for 
coaches to be masked at all 
times, and locker room use is 
still off limits, as it has been.

“Hockey’s a pretty difficult 
sport not to be able to use a 
locker room,” said Harward. 
“We’re hoping to get some 
guidance from North Dakota 
Amateur Hockey. It would 
be nice if we could assign a 
locker room to a particular 
age group. That way no one 
uses it but them. It makes it 
easier to keep clean.”

As things stand right now, 
players are expected to come 
pre-dressed, or use the bench-
es and restrooms in the open 
area at ice level to change into 
their gear. 

Those areas are disinfected 
between each use.

Ice rentals popular at Andrist Arena, practices set to begin

Auction
success a 
nice surprise

By Brad Nygaard
Despite the challenges of 

COVID, this year’s Blue Line 
Club Hockey day fundraising 
event turned out successfully.

More than 80 items, includ-
ing jerseys, furniture, baked 
goods, and an assortment of 
gift baskets, turned the lobby 
of the Community Center into 
a mini shopping mall.

Open to in-person and virtu-
al shopping, via Facebook and 
text messaging, club board 
member Tonia Eriksmoen 
said this year’s event raised 
$22,375 to help with expenses 
of running the facility.

Eriksmoen expected the 
take could be half that amount 
-- turns out, it was one of the 
best totals ever.

While club members were 
busy taking bids made via 
social media and text messag-
ing, the Hockey Mom’s kitchen 
was busy  too, offering up the 
usual rink burgers, and fries, 
mostly in to-go orders, made 
up while bidders shopped.

New clinics could make North Dakota history
By Jacob Orledge

Two local medical profession-
als will soon make history. 

Brenna Hudson and Shelley 
Bartow, physician assistants 
based in Ray and Bowbells, 
received approval from the state 
Board of 
Medicine 
on Friday to 
open a pair of 
clinics, with-
out needing a 
“supervising 
physician.”

“This is 
like kind of 
groundbreak-
ing,” said Hud-
son. “It just 
hasn’t been done before.”

They received verbal approval 
from the Board of Medicine on 
Friday and expect it to be final-
ized once all the paperwork is 
completed. 

The pair expect to open their 

clinics in Ray and Kenmare, under 
the name Compass Health, by the 
end of the year, if everything goes 
according to plan. 

“I’m super hyped up right now,” 
Hudson said minutes after she 
heard the news. “We’re still in 
shock.”

It wasn’t possible for a physi-
cian assistant to practice medi-
cine independent of a supervising 
physician until 2019 when the 
North Dakota Legislature passed 
HB 1175. 

The bill, now law, removed the 
requirement for PAs to be affili-
ated with a physician and allowed 
them to operate a practice, such 
as a clinic, in their own right. 

The catch was the Board of 
Medicine had to give their ap-
proval if a physician assistant 
wanted to open their own prac-
tice. The new concept didn’t have 
any existing guidelines or prec-
edent in the state, lengthening the 
process Hudson and Bartow had 

to navigate. 
“We’ve been working for the 

last six months to get that ap-
proval,” said Hudson. 

The pair have a “collaborating 
physician,” Dr. Blair Matheson in 
Bismarck, whom they can turn 
to for consults or in cases where 
patients require more extensive 
care. 

“I’ve worked with him before,” 
said Hudson. “He’s been a huge 
help.”

Some obstacles remain before 
Compass Health can become a 
reality. 

One such challenge will be 
securing startup funding through 
grants, supplemented by their 
personal savings, to furnish the 
clinics’ interiors and purchase 
equipment. 

Right now the Ray clinic, to 
be located in the Legacy Steel 
building at 113 Main Street, next 
to the Northside Bar, consists of a 
“folding chair and a stethoscope” 

joked Hudson. 
“We’ve got to expand from 

here,” she said. 
They wouldn’t have been able 

to reach this point without their 
communities. 

“We are just so grateful to our 
communities of Ray, Kenmare, 
Bowbells for keeping this dream 
alive and pushing us to make this 
a reality,” said Hudson. 

It has been a rough year, both 
personally for the two physician 
assistants and for the world at 
large. The pair were terminated 
from Northland Health for rea-
sons that remain unclear and 
were forced to watch as a deadly 
pandemic raged, and continues to 
spread, through the world. 

But 2020 will soon come to an 
end. 

“Good stuff is coming,” said 
Hudson. 

Brenna Hudson
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Auction organizer Tonia Eriksmoen updates bids via social media during the silent auction Saturday.
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Brock Harward fogs benches in the warming area outside 
Andrist Arena last week, in between private ice skating rental 
parties.


