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This sale is managed by Pifer’s Auction Company, Kevin Pifer, ND #715.  All statements made the day of the auction take precedence over all printed 
materials.  The seller reserves the right to accept or reject any and all bids.

Pifer ’s
LAND AUCTIONS

www.pifers.com 877.700.4099

Tuesday, November 17, 2020 – 1:00 p.m. (CT)
AUCTION LOCATION:  Sleep Inn & Suites Conference Center (Sunrise Room) • Minot, ND

LAND AUCTION
153.6 +/- Acres • Burke County, ND

•  129.62 +/- Crop Acres
•  Soil Productivity Index (SPI) of 71.6
•  Address:  10109 86th Ave. NW • Lignite, ND
•  Parcel 1:  4.69 +/ Acre Farmstead
   – 3,696 sq. ft. Living Space
   – Built in 2006 
   – 4 Bedrooms & 4 Bathrooms
   – Heated Shop
•   Parcel 2: 6.43 +/ Acre Commercial Site
   – Cold Storage Building
   – Built in 2010
•  Parcel 3:  6.43 +/ Acre Farmstead
   – 1,772 sq. ft. Living Space
   – Built in 1930s
   – 2 Bedrooms & 1 Bathroom
•  Parcel 4: SE1/4 less Outlots 3-162-92
•  Excellent Investment Opportunity!

CONTACT:  John Stober at 701.426.8834 or jstober@pifers.com

OWNERS:  Mitch & Karla McEvers

By Cecile Wehrman
Neither rain, nor snow, nor 

wind, nor even a worldwide 
pandemic could stop the an-
nual fall scholarship auction by 
Divide County Area Dollars for 
Scholars.

A socially distanced outdoor 
event brought in $9,000, along 
with $1,600 in raffle ticket sales.

That’s down from previous 
events, but a total Treasurer 
Becky Knudson said reflects 
great support from the com-
munity.

“Due to the increase in 
Covid-19 cases in the area the 
board decided to hold this 
event outdoors and throughout 
the day to encourage social 
distancing and limited contact 
amongst people in attendance,” 
Knudson said in her written 
report to the board. “However, 
the support from the local com-
munity once more made for a 
successful event.”

A “buy-it-now” option was  

popular, allowing people to 
stop by the sale and purchase 
items for a set price. Patrons 
could also place bids as is more 
traditional in a silent auction.

“Holding the event outdoors 
brought some challenges with 
the weather as it snowed, 
rained and had windy condi-
tions,” yet many loyal donors 
braved the elements to partici-
pate, Knudson reported. 

“Fundraising is an essential 
element of the organization’s 
continuing growth to keep in 
pace with college costs for 
students.”

The organization grants ap-
proximately $60,000 in scholar-
ships to Divide County students 
each year.

The one-week timeshare 
was won by Stephanie Gjovig, 
Crosby, along with $200 in 
spending cash (donated by 
Jerome Johnson). Runner-up 
Lynn Aaberg, Crosby, won the 
garden bench. 

By Jody Michael
The closure of Divide County schools 

four weeks ago due to a coronavirus out-
break hampered many of the 
extracurricular activities hap-
pening there, and the 
high school drama club 
was no exception.

Pamela Buth, 
English teacher and 
the new drama club 
adviser this school year, 
said the group at the 
time was just starting to 
rehearse its fall production 
to prepare for the regional contest, taking 
place Wednesday morning in Williston.

For the two weeks that the school 
switched to distance learning, Buth re-
sorted to meeting with the cast by video-
conference to work on memorizing lines.

"It took us a little bit just to get our-
selves organized just to be online," Buth 
said, "but then, with whoever could make 
it, we did meet, and they just ran their 
lines and ran their lines."

The students have now had a few times 
on stage to better practice their roles in 
the one-act play called "The 15-Minute 
Hamlet," a very fast-paced, condensed 
version of one of William Shakespeare's 
most iconic works, by British playwright 
Tom Stoppard.

"Basically, he took all of the really well-
known lines out of 'Hamlet' and put them 
together in such a way that it tells the 
story of a three- to four-hour show in 15 
minutes," Buth said.

Following the contest, the drama club 
is performing "The 15-Minute Hamlet" 
twice more this week at the Divide Coun-
ty High School auditorium: on Thursday 
for the student body, and on Friday at 7 
p.m. for the general public.

"The fun thing for me is I'm going to 

teach 'Hamlet' now in the senior English, 
so they will have had a preview," Buth 
said.

Shakespeare is a new challenge for the 
drama club, which in previous years had 
been performing much more contempo-
rary material.

Buth had already performed and 
directed "The 15-Minute Hamlet" in other 
schools before and said that familiar-
ity was important with so little time to 
prepare.

"In the spring, should we get to do 
something, I'll have more time to pick 
something that's more fit to the audience, 

more fit to the kids, that kind of thing," 
Buth said, "but I think they're doing amaz-
ing with it."

Even if the play is not in perfect shape 
when the curtains open in Williston, the 
club will still have accomplished more 
than those at some other schools during 
this pandemic.

Out of the 11 schools and co-ops typi-
cally participating in the regional contest, 
only seven are on the schedule this time.

"My success measure right now is we 
make the stage," Buth said. "Yes, it's a 
competition on Wednesday, but I'm just 
going to be happy we got to do a play."

Show goes on after virtual rehearsals 

Ice painting is a party
By Brad Nygaard

It’s as much a community 
event as it is preparation for 
the upcoming hockey seasons.

Painting the lines on the ice 
sheet at Andrist Arena is also a 
laborious process.

This year’s job was done 
much faster than in other 
years, because more people 
showed up.

A total of 18 hockey players, 
their siblings, and parents knelt 
on carpet squares to paint be-
tween the lines etched into the 
ice sheet, marking face off dots, 
zone lines and goal creases.

“If you make a mistake, don’t 
try to wipe it up,” volunteer 
Gerald Brady told painters. “If 
it’s real bad, we’ll scrape it off.”

Very little scraping was done, 
however, there were a lot of fur-
rowed brows as the paint crew 

concentrated on getting things 
‘just right.”

“It’s nice to see the kids and 
some of the younger parents 
show up and do this,” Blue Line 
Club President Mark Knudson 
said. “They’ve got to buy in 
to the process. It gives them a 
sense of ownership, and some 
of us can’t do this forever.”

After a few short hours, the 
paint was on.

Next steps are to flood the 
ice surface over the top, setting 
the paint and nylon face off 
dots under the playing surface.

“It takes about five days to 
get it ready once it’s painted,” 
Knudson said, which will be 
just in time for Robby Glantz 
power skating clinics, set for 
Nov. 9-11, the unofficial start to 
the season. 

Socially distant auction with ‘buy it now’ option a success

Brad Nygaard -- The Journal

Lisa Bossingham doesn’t need her glasses to do the up close detail 
work while painting a faceoff circle at Andrist Arena last week.

Jody Michael -- The Journal

From left, Divide County High School drama club members Cade Crotts, Kylie Day, Brooke 
Fortier, Jasmine Zaugg, Zoe Stewart and Lilly Miller rehearse a scene from “The 15-Min-
ute Hamlet” on Thursday.

Brad Nygaard -- The Journal

The parking lot at Divide Burke Abstract allowed for a socially distant silent auction instead of the usual fall event held at the Moose Lodge.

Brad Nygaard -- The Journal

If there were a prize, Weston Probasco, son of Zach and Brittany Probasco, would 
get “best accessory” during the Crosby Area Chamber’s Trail of Treats on Friday, 
for the accompanying police car carrying baby brother, Lennox. A view of the car 
can also be seen at left, pulled by Weston’s grandmother, Andrea Guenther.


