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Commissioners close courthouse meeting rooms
By Brad Nygaard

In another step meant to pro-
tect people from exposure to 
COVID, Divide County commis-
sioners have decided to close 
the meeting rooms inside the 
courthouse to outside groups.

For now. 
The issue will be revisited at 

the commission’s next regularly 
scheduled meeting on Nov. 4.

“We have to keep it (the 
virus) out of the courthouse,” 
Commissioner Doug Graupe 
said.

The only exception to the 
commissioner’s action is the 
general election on Tuesday, 
Nov. 3.

“That’s still on,” said Graupe. 
“Gayle (Jastrzebski, county au-
ditor) is concerned about what 
might happen if 40-50 people 

all show up to vote at once, 
so she’s working on a plan for 
that.”

The only physical polling 
place in Divide County on elec-
tion day will be at the court-
house. Polling hours are 9 a.m. 
to 7 p.m.

Since the opening of the 
courthouse addition, the meet-
ing rooms have been made 
available, at no charge, to a 
wide variety of civic groups 
and other entities, provided 
the rooms were booked in ad-
vance. But because of the extra 
measures needed to properly 
sanitize the facility, and the 
increase in the number of cases 
in Divide County, commission-
ers have decided to close the 
rooms, for now.

“There are other places peo-

ple can have a meeting, if they 
really need to,” Graupe said.

Writing Rock playgound
 In other business, commis-

sioners met with KayCee Lind-
sey, Divide County community 
developer, about playground 
equipment.

A plan currently in the works 
would replace the old metal 
equipment at Writing Rock 
State park with something more 
kid-friendly, and safer.

Lindsey, after some initial 
research, presented several 
options from one manufacturer, 
and said she’s continuing to 
look around for more options 
and potential vendors.

Prices of the options present-
ed ranged from $36,000 to more 
than $44,000 for equipment 

similar to what the Crosby Park 
Board installed in Nordstog 
Park last year.

“I’d like to find something 
that would be age appropriate 
for kids ages 2-12,” said Lind-
sey.

Not included in the price, 
Lindsey said, is any padding 
material like wood chips, barri-
ers, or installation. Those costs 
would be at county expense.

“Since it’s a state park, is 
there any chance of state help?” 
Commissioner Tim Selle asked.

“No” replied Lindsey, “They 
said there’s not enough traffic.”

Increasing use of the state 
park, managed by the county, 
is the motivating factor behind 
the potential upgrades.

“I’d really like to encourage 
use and events out there,” Lind-

sey said. “It’s really a hidden 
gem out there.”

“It would be something great 
for families,” Graupe agreed. 
“We’ve neglected it (the park) 
for too long.”

“So has the state,” Commis-
sioner Gerald Brady said.

While all three commission-
ers agreed updating the play-
ground equipment is a worthy 
project, concerns about how to 
pay for it led to talking about 
grants.

“You could apply for an 
Andrist grant, or a Community 
Enhancement Grant,” Lindsey 
said. “You could even solicit 
donations from the public.”

GameTime, the manufacturer 
whose products Lindsey pre-
sented, offers grants toward the 
purchase of equipment to parks 

departments, schools, nonprof-
its and other groups.

“Up to 50 percent,” said Lind-
sey. “Other manufacturers have 
grants like that, too.”

Other expenses not covered 
by grants or donations, Graupe 
suggested, could be funded 
through the Jobs Development 
Authority’s revolving loan fund.

Ultimately, the project will be  
run through the Divide County 
Park Board, which also runs the 
campground at Skjermo Lake.

Graupe suggested that using 
the JDA’s revolving loan fund  
for a low or zero interest loan 
would mean being able to hold 
the line on the park board’s mill 
levy.

‘D’ building will be winterized
By Brad Nygaard

Crosby Housing Authority 
board members have had a 
crash course in property man-
agement in the last couple of 
months.

One of the biggest items of 
discussion at last week’s board 
meeting was making a decision 
about what to do with the “D” 
building at the four-building 
complex. Over the past few 
months, the tenants have been 
relocated to other units, and 
the building sits vacant.

Following discussion, board 
members agreed to have 
maintenance contractor Wayne 
Vigness turn down the heat to 
“40-50 degrees” to keep pipes 
from freezing and shut the 
building’s water off.

Board member Denise John-
son questioned why some of 
the apartments in “D” weren’t 
being used.

“They’re some of the nicest 
apartments we have,” she said 
of the lower units, remodeled 
following flooding in 2011.

“There are structural issues 
with the rest of the building,” 
replied Deputy City Auditor 
Alexa Kruger.

“Heat just rolls out the 
doors,” Vigness said.

After more discussion board 
members agreed Vigness 
should seal the exterior doors 
and close the building off.

Originally opening in 1976, 
Wallin Manor was a three build-
ing complex. The “D” building 
came later.

Now, the remaining 24 units, 
according to site manager 
Brock Harward, “are about half 
full.”

“We’re cash flowing,” report-
ed Kruger. “Barely, but we’re in 
the black.”

Kruger also reported the 
authority’s other property, Fifth 
Avenue Townhomes, is cur-
rently fully rented, with three 
people on a waiting list.

Kruger knows that, because 
in the past few months, she and 
City Auditor Sabrina Ferguson 
have been in charge of housing 
authority management.

When city council members 
voted to pay off outstanding 
USDA loans on Wallin Manor 
earlier this year, big changes 
followed.

First, the authority was able 
to end an arrangement with 
the Tri-County Regional Devel-
opment Council (TCRDC) in 
Williston.

TCRDC is the agency that 
was approved by the USDA to 
handle paperwork related to 
rental assistance for low and 
moderate income tenants.

Without the loans, those 
services are no longer required, 
which saves the money the au-
thority would pay TCRDC each 
month.

Board member, and Crosby 
Mayor Bert Anderson told the 
board he had come to an ar-
rangement with TCRDC ex-
ecutive director Everette Enno 
about the final bill for services.

“We agreed that we would 
pay about half,” Anderson said. 
“That’s $1,625. That will end our 
relationship with Tri-County.”

Which means paperwork is 
now being done by Ferguson 
and Kruger. In addition to their 
other duties, the duo are now 
responsible for all the other 
paperwork relative to running 
the four building apartment 
complex.

“You’re doing a great job,” 
Authority Board President 
Shana Haugenoe told Ferguson 
and Kruger.

While Ferguson and Kruger 
said they appreciate Hauge-
noe’s words, Kruger also ex-
pressed some concerns about 
paperwork related to tenants 
moving in and out.

In one instance, she thought 
changes should be made to 
toughen penalties for tenants  
leaving apartments in poorer 
condition than when they 
moved in.

Following discussion, board 
members agreed carpets must 
be professionally cleaned, 
rather than just vacuumed and 
shampooed, and that clean-out 
fees for belongings left behind 
will be higher. Much higher.

Going forward, those changes 
will be reflected in paperwork 
each tenant receives prior to 
moving in.

Farm home valuations discussed
By Brad Nygaard

In the two months since 
he’s been hired as Divide 
County’s Director of Tax 
Equalization, Mark Overbo’s 
been a busy, busy man.

“I’m just about finished 
with my third class,” Overbo 
told county commissioners 
last week.

Tax 
directors 
must, 
by law, 
become 
certified 
property 
assessors, 
and are 
required 
to have 
training 
and certi-
fication in 
areas ranging from property 
appraisal and valuation of 
agricultural land.

“It’s going pretty well,” said 
Overbo.

Good thing, too. Especially 
since former Tax Director 
Kassie Rose, who resigned in 
July, but  agreed to stay on 

and help Overbo during his 
initial stages of employment, 
announced she’d be done at 
the end of this month.

“She’ll be available by 
phone if I have questions,” 
Overbo told commissioners. 
“But I don’t think it’s fair to 
call her too much.”

One area Overbo thought 
commissioners might be able 
to help him with has to do 
with education. Specifically, 
concerning farm residence 
exemptions.

Following the 2019 Legis-
lature’s changing of state law 
regarding property tax ex-
emptions for farm residences, 
there’s been some confusion.

On one hand, Overbo said, 
he’s been told by several folks 
that all properties need to be 
assessed, and given a value 
-- even tax-exempt properties 
like farm homes.

But researching the matter 
himself, Overbo has reached 
a different conclusion, based 
on state law.

“It’s probably a good idea 
to have them assessed and 
valued, but it’s not required in 

the law,” said Overbo. 
During his discussions with 

commissioners last week, 
Overbo suggested holding a 
series of meetings with town-
ship representatives, to serve 
as a reminder about the rules, 
first implemented for this 
year.

What is required from 
every applicant seeking a 
farm residence exemption, 
is providing proof of farm 
income by Feb. 1 of each year. 
The applicant has to prove 
a minimum of 66 percent of 
their gross farm income  of 
their income comes from agri-
cultural activities.

“I can imagine a number of 
people will think that’s too 
intrusive, or too much work 
and won’t bother with it,” 
Overbo said. “In that case, the 
property falls off the exempt 
list, and we’ll have to assess 
it.”

In light of current develop-
ments related to COVID, com-
missioners suggested Overbo 
not host meetings, and send 
each township’s supervisors 
a letter, instead.

Mark Overbo

By Jody Michael
With a shortfall in revenue 

expected in 2021, Crosby’s park 
board is looking to grant ap-
plications as a way to continue 
funding new features and pro-
gramming, though on a smaller 
scale.

Board President Traci Lund 
and Director Brock Harward 
announced three projects for 
which they would apply for 
grant money, saying it would 
otherwise not be possible to 
pursue them any time soon.

Lund is first hoping to raise a 
total of $15,000 for a collection 
of inflatables for the swim-
ming pool, including floating 
yoga mats and even a floating 
obstacle course for kids.

“It’s kind of like a ‘Ninja War-
rior’ course in the water,” Lund 
said.

The obstacle course prod-
ucts, from German company 
Wibit Sports, include climbing, 
jumping, sliding and balancing 
elements.

“It’s something we could offer 
for birthday parties or have a 
Wibit night,” Lund said.

Wibit sells more than 30 dif-
ferent pieces for kids to try to 

traverse without falling off, and 
the pieces can connect together 
in any order for endless variety.

“You could continuously 
change it up, so it doesn’t have 
to be the same thing over and 
over again,” Lund said. That’s 
what I thought was kind of cool 
about it. It’s not going to be 
boring. You can really mix and 
match.”

The yoga mats, meanwhile, 
would allow the pool to offer 
fitness sessions beyond the cur-
rent water aerobics classes.

“The ultimate goal is, since 
we have such big space now 
at the pool, to be able to give 
people more options,” Harward 
said.

Another grant would go to-
ward purchasing kids’ life jack-
ets and bicycle helmets to give 
to participants in a proposed 
week of summer safety pro-
grams and activities, planned 
in collaboration with the Divide 
County Sheriff’s Department.

“The park district would do 
water safety, and then the sher-
iff’s department is going to do 
bike safety,” Harward said.

A little lower on the wish list 
is raising about $7,600 to order 

and install a kayak dock at Long 
Creek.

“I’d love to see that go 
through,” Lund said, “but at this 
time i just think even $7,000 is 
something we can’t handle at 
this time.”

Harward said it never hurts 
to apply for more grants, even 
ones the park board has never 
tried before, and see what hap-
pens.

“If anybody ever comes 
across any grants,” Harward 
said, “just let me know.”

Prairie Greens
In other business, the board 

met with Les Knudson, who is 
selling the Prairie Greens lots 
the board owns south of the 
Crosby Country Club, and gave 
permission to negotiate lower 
purchase prices with potential 
buyers on a case-by-case basis.

That project began in 2012, 
and both parties agreed that 
the downturn in oil activity 
since then has affected the 
value of the land.

“I do feel that the real estate 
value has diminished since we 
have made this agreement,” 
Lund said.

Crosby parks seeking grants 
to fund improvement ideas
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The Crosby Housing Authority has decided to protect the “D” build-
ing against winter weather but keep it empty for now.


